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Smith, Beth .
From: Erickson, Pat nuUb
Sent:  Monday, February 07,55665 %Q
To: Smith, Beth

Subject: FW: SB 328

----- Original Message-----

From: Matthew J Janiak [mailto:mjaniak @discover-net.net]
Sent: Monday, February 07, 2000 11:44 AM

To: Sen.Wirch@Ilegis.state.wi.us

Cec: Peter.Andersen @legis.state. wi.us; Pat.Erickson @legis.state. wi.us; Amber.Meyer @legis.state.wi.us;
Smith.Beth.Smith @legis.state.wi.us
Subject: SB 328

February 7, 2000

Senator Wirch

P.O. Box 7882

Madison, WI 53707

RE: SB 328 -- REDEFINITION OF LAND SURVEYING

Dear Senator Wirch:

It is my understanding that SB 328 has been referred to the Senate Economic
Development, Housing and Government Operations Committee of which you are

Chair. I am writing to let you know that I fully support and encourage you to support
Senate Bill 328.

This remedial legislation would bring the definition of the practice of professional land
surveying in conformance with what is being requested of individuals practicing land
surveying in Wisconsin. This legislation will bring the definition of professional land
surveying up to date and reflect the needs of society in this technologically aligned
environment. A major part of the bill is making the name consistent in all the statutes,
and this is not a bill just to effect a name change. The important part of the legislation
is the changes to the "definition." The new tasks are being identified as part of the
definition because the tasks are being asked of land surveyors now. This definition
reflects the increased needs of the public for information.

A definition in the statutes serves several functions. It defines the role of the

professional land, sunveyoR Ak sesiely witdsls the puklic whom fo;sontact to get
answers concerning those:fiasks ingluded.in thedeinition. It also gives the

Email: Sen.Wirch@legis.state.wi.us ® Website: www.legis.state.wi.us/senate/sen22/sen22.html ® Fax: {608) 267-0984
Home: 3007 Springbrook Road, Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin 53158 ® (262) 694-7379
€ Printed on Recycled Paper
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Department of Regulation and Lict
and disciplining license hol
important because I belie i
protecting their needSTARE SRs6TER

(2

Irection it needs for granting licensing
af this, legislation in the Senate is

interest of the public in
COND DISTRICT

I would appreciate being kept informed on the status of this important legislation
during the remainder of this legislative session.

Sincerely,

Matthew J Janiak, RLS

President

Wisconsin County Surveyors Association

Room 1510

721 Oxford Avenue

Eau Claire WI 54703-5481

715-839-4742 Voice

715-839-4854 FAX

mjaniak @discover-net.net

The information in this email is confidential and may be legally privileged.

itis intended solely for the addressee. Access to this email by anyone else is unauthorized.
if you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action

taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful.

State Capitol, P.O. Box 7882, Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882 ® 608-267-8979
Toll-Free Office Hotline: 1-888-769-4724
Email: Sen. Wirch@legis.state.wi.us  Website: www.legis.state.wi.us/senate/sen22/sen22.html ® Fax: (608) 267-0984
Home: 3007 Springbrook Road, Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin 53158  (262) 694-7379
€ Printed on Recycled Paper
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BOWDEN SURVEYING

619 W. MERRIMAC ST.
- DODGEVILLE, WI 53533

February 9, 2000

Senator Robert W erch :

i Senate Econom1e Development Housmg and Government Operatlons Committ
~ Room 300 Southeast =~ - - -

State Capltol

- Madison, WL 53701

Re: Senate Bill 328

‘Dear Senator Wirch:

I would like to mtroduce myself. My name is Bruce D. Bowden and I am the Iowa 'Co

Surveyor I have been involved in surveying for thlrty-one years twenty-ﬁve as a Registered
Wisconsin Land Surveyor. , :

In that time I have seen two technological revolutions, not mcludlng hand held laser ranglng "
devices that can give sub-meter accuracy, good on the golf course but not close enough for a
property description in the State of Wisconsin. The first was electronic distance measuring = -

equipment. These increased the accuracies on surveys at the section and township levels. Before
the advent of these devices, the economics of defining a system was prohlbltlve Now the global
positioning system allows the same type of accuracy and repeatability on everythmg up to and
including the whole world. I guess that’s why they called it global.

But, surveyors don’t just measure. As surveyors, we understand that this is a dynamlc world not

a static one, so all measurements are flawed to some degree. Surveyors analyze these I
measurements to eliminate as much of the ambiguity as possible. They apply these measurements
to legal principles and standards to arrive at a conclusion. This not only protects their clients
rights but also those of their neighbors and possibly others up to a mile away. Surveyors search
out the history of the properties they deal with to be able to “follow in the footsteps of those who
have gone before”. There is an accepted order of importance of conﬂlctmg elements that has

been established by case laws that have been followed and upheld since long before our country
was in existence. The recorded dimensions of the property lines fall about in the middle of those
elements. So extremely precise measurement of the dimension does not always afford the best
answer to a surveying problem. The right answer is a culmination of researching the history,
investigating the physical evidence, evaluating the adjacent descriptions, realizing the credibility of
previous surveys, and adding experience and judgement to make the proper decision. Remember_,
the survey is the first court through which a boundary dispute must pass, everything else is just an.
appeal. We have to make our decisions to withstand that process.

(608) 935-5513



- Since the time that leglslatron for the certlﬁcatlon of reglstered land surveyors.was first writt

mortgaged. The courts wﬂl see a tremendous i mcrease m htlgatlon over prope
end leglslatron will have to be passed to alleviate the problems that can be av edv lf
proactlve '

surveyor’s have been asked to perform new tasks that were not even in existence at that tnm

Condominiums, large scale mapping, GIS, G.P.S. plattmg statutes, zoning 1ssues(on many
government levels), and annexations are some of the land use issues that are being addressed_ by
this bill. This bill will bring the definition of land surveymg up to date. Much time and effort has‘ :
been expended to bring a reasonable bill before this committee. Even though technologlcal
advances may make it necessary to revisit this in the future, this bill will more closely reflect the
needs of our society in this technologically oriented professxon Please see fit to send it along on =
its path to becommg the law.

Yours truly,

ruce D. Bowden

cc: Senator Dale W. Schultz



